Calcium deposits were found in the ovaries of 87 (81'3 %) of a series of 107 young female baboons. The deposits were located in the cortex and in the majority of instances were bilateral. They were thought to arise as a result of dystrophic calcification in atretic follicles.
, in a review of the literature on disorders of the female reproductive system of non-human primates, stated that mineral deposits are commonly found in the ovaries of both immature and adult monkeys.
He cited a personal communication from Engle, but details of the species affected, prevalence and nature of the mineral deposits were not given. Kraemer & Vera Cruz (1972) list the same source in a table of the various types of ovarian pathology which have been described in non-human primates.
As these appear to be the only references on the occurrence of mineral deposits in the ovaries of non-human primates, the purpose of this communication is to record the frequent occurrence of calcium deposits in the ovaries of the baboon.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The baboons (Papio spp.) were of African origin and were used for toxicological investigations.
Their exact age was not known but on the basis of dental eruption patterns (Siegel & Sciulli, 1973; Reed, 1973 ) they were considered to range between 2 and 5 years at the time of autopsy.
The baboons were anaesthetised with pentobarbitone sodium and killed by exsanguination.
The uncut ovaries were fixed in Bouin's fluid and embedded in paraffin wax. Sections were cut at 5 !lm and stained routinely with Harris's haematoxylin and eosin. Selected sections were stained by alizarin red, periodic-acid-Schiff (PAS) and the methods of von Kossa and Perls.
·Present address: Central Toxicology Laboratory, Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd, Alderley Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SKIO 4TJ.
RESULTS
The ovaries of 107 baboons were examined. No macroscopic abnormalities were seen but calcium deposits were found on histological examination in 87 animals (81' 3 %). In all but 3 instances the deposits were bilateral.
Control and test animals were equally affected (Table 1 ). In the majority of instances only a few small deposits were found, but occasionally numerous calcified foci were present (Table 1) . 
87
The deposits were located in the cortex of the ovary (Figs 1 and 2) . They were irregular in outline and generally had a laminated appearance (Fig. 3) . In sections stained by haematoxylin and eosin they were either uniformly basophilic or were eosinophilic in the centre and basophilic at the periphery. They were PAS-positive, stained with alizarin red, and were black in von Kossa preparations.
They did not stain with Perls' method.
In most cases , --:--' f ,. the deposits were surrounded by a single layer of flattened, elongated cells (Fig.  3) . Occasionally calcified material could be seen within a follicle (Fig. 4) . 
DISCUSSION
This study has shown that calcium deposits occur frequently in the ovaries of young baboons and has substantiated the opinion of Engle (cited by Ruch, 1959 ) that mineral deposits are commonly found in the ovaries of 'monkeys'. The deposits were not associated with other abnormalities of the ovaries or reproductive tract nor did they appear to be related to the occurrence of calcification in other tissues.
It seems probable that they arise as a result of dystrophic calcification in follicles undergoing atretic degeneration (Zuckerman & Parkes, 1932; Katzberg, 1967) , but why this should be so common in the baboon is not known.
